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Ivan Huntley’s Spitfire 



 

President’s  
Report 

Greg Findon 

Unfortunately over this past month the very wet     
weather we have experienced has meant the field has 
been closed more than open. I realise it is frustrating 
for members, especially when the weather is okay on a 
flying day, however we need to be keep in mind that 
the ground is still very wet and even foot traffic can 
damage the grass and causes indents which need to 
be filled and rolled. 
 
 
 
 
For those members participating in the radian NDC 
competition, fortunately the wet weather will  not affect 
your overall score as there are no competitions    
scheduled for July and August. 
 

The committee is doing its best to 
keep members up to-date on the 
condition of the field, this has been 
by txt message, email and on the 
Club’s webpage. If you are not      
receiving txt messages it is because 
we don’t have your mobile phone 
number, send it to us and you will be 
put on the list. Before going out to 
the field I suggest you also look at 
the Club’s Webpage to see if the 
field is open or closed. 
 

Our third indoor flying session held on 4 July was again 
well supported by members from the four Clubs. We 
had 18 flyers and a number of spectators. The next 
indoor night is scheduled for 1 Aug from 7.30 – 
9.00pm.  An email reminder will be sent to all        
members. 
 
Thanks to all who attended the mid-year dinner held on 
12 July, good food and company made it a most      
enjoyable evening. 
 
This past month two Club members 
have had milestone birthdays.     
 
Peter Vining celebrated his 70th 
and     
Brian Dickons his 80th,  
our congratulations to you both and 
best wishes for future years. 
 

By now most members would be 
aware that MFNZ’s AGM was       
adjourned due to not having           
sufficient members present, either in 
person or by proxy, to form a      
quorum. This was unfortunate but in 
compliance with MFNZ’s             

Constitution. I am not  aware of the new details of 
when the AGM  will be re-convened. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This month the Club received an email from Peter 
Bergman, who has an online business specializing in  
r/c models, aka Pilot Pete, www.pilotpetes.nz . Peter 
had received a very nice letter from one of our       
members thanking him for his excellent service. As a 
way of saying thank you, Peter has offered to assist the 
Club with some sponsorship or donation of small prizes 
for upcoming events. On behalf of the Club, thank you 
to the member who wrote the letter. 
 
The Club auction will be held in   
August, so start going through 
your cupboards and put aside 
the equipment that you no 
longer     require and would like 
to sell. The Auction Form will 
be posted on the Club’s 
webpage for you to complete prior  
to arriving at the auction. The auction  
will be held on 31 August. 
 
Here’s hoping for drier weather so that we can get 
some flying in. 
 
 
Regards 
Greg Findon 
President 
PN Aeroneers 
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The field is closed due to  
Wet conditions 
Hay making 
Lambing 

 

 



Firstly I must apologise for focusing of Ivan’s aircraft two 
months in a row, but unfortunately with no flying, I have 
not had the opportunity to take the series of   photos re-
quired.  Next time there is flying, hopefully I will be able to 
build up a collection to tie me over months like this. 
 
With no flying and competitions, I have had to be a little 
resourceful to fill 13 pages this month. Hopefully there is 
something to interest the readers. Thanks to Greg, Kevin 
and Brian for their contributions.  I have now completed 
my first year of compiling this newsletter, and over that 
time we have done 175 pages.  
 
This month there is an article about Richard Pearse and 
while I was reading this, I couldn’t help but think of the 
comparison with this and Emirates Team New Zealand 
innovations to win the America’s Cup.  I am sure if      
Richard Pearse was around today, he would be  involved 

with that team, making a boat fly!   
 
Please remember to keep an eye on the website, it is up-
dated frequently and hopefully informs members what is 
happening.  If there is anything that is not clear on the 
website, please phone me or  flick me an email.  At the 
recent mid year dinner someone commented that I had 
not used the neon open sign indicating that the strip was 
open.  Once I have been advised on the state of the strip 
for flying, I do endeavour to update the website within 10 
minutes. I do have the open sign  ready to go and     
hopefully will be using it again soon.   
 
The website will have information on events such as this 
Sunday when we have been invited to fly with the Ash-
hurst Club, Indoor flying and auction night.  
 
Keep warm and happy landings, Linda 

 

From the  
Editors Desk 

Linda Lambess 

Another warbird joins the squadron -  
 

This is a project that I purchased from someone who 
had started it but never finished.   
 

It is a 1.8 scale Kyosho kit with a 56.7” wingspan powered by a brand 
new 5045 450kv Turnigy motor. The model was partially assembled but 
had to be rebuilt to take the electric motor and the servos needed to be 
fitted and aligned.  
 

The Spitfire has never flown however I am looking forward to enjoying 
the aerobatics this machine will allow. 
 

For the observant - I do have a 13 x 8 - 3 blade prop on order!  

Front        
Page Focus 

Ivan Huntley’s Spitfire 
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TAKE 
CARE 
THIS  

WINTER 

 

 

Dear Winter,  

I’m breaking up with you. I think it’s 

time I start seeing other seasons. 

p.s. Summer is much hotter than you... 



 

 

Buddy Box 

Unfortunately it was 
a dull winters day for 

the vintage flyers,  
however the vintage 
planes still looked 
like a work of art.  

Brian checks out the new safety 
fence designed for our wheelchair 

bound members.  
 

This is placed in front of the existing 
fence to allow seated pilots safe 

visibility and prohibit others  
unintentionally standing in front of 

them obstructing their view. 

To all club members having a  
birthday this month. 

To club members 
celebrating a  

special occasion 
this month 

Congratulations 
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Its Arrived! 
 after 9 months gestation, Flemming would like to  

announce the Cherokee is finally finished, 
 

 Hurray! 

Aerodynamically the bumble bee 
shouldn’t be able to fly, but the  

bumble bee doesn’t know it so it 
goes on flying anyway. 



 

 

Indoor 
Next evening is Tuesday 1 August, 7.30 pm,  
Pascal St Stadium. $10 charge to cover hall costs. See you here. 

Another successful evening with 18 fliers and a number 
of spectators.  There were a couple of small mid-airs but 
nothing that couldn’t either be fixed on the night or within 
a short time.  The work on Hugh’s club looks very intense 
and Jean looks like she has the pliers to sort out that   
battery connection. 

The range of models range from very old models of very 
old planes to very small drones, with even the odd car 
buzzing along at ground level. 
The indoor season has just two nights to go, 1 August 
and 12 September.  Bring your model or come and have 
a look so you can have something ready for 2018! 
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Update on  
Kevin’s 

Thunderbolt P47d 
 

Further to the pictures in 
the June edition of Servo 

Chatter, here is some 
progress pictures of the 

P47d Thunderbolt that I'm 
currently building from a 
Top Flight Kit. It will be 

powered by a 120  
4 stroke engine and 

hopefully will be finished 
by summer!  Kevin 
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Written by Don Jessen 
Foreword by Jim Hickey 
Published by Bateman Publishing 
 
On a recent trip to Feilding Library I 
discovered this beautifully present 
book on NZ aircraft collections.  There 
are 60 plus aircraft photographed and 
the author, Don Jessen tells the tales 
of the pilots who fly these machines 
along with some technical data.  
 
Both the authors introduction to the 
book and the foreword by Jim Hickey 
mention the diverse range of aircraft 
that we have flying in New Zealand this 
includes,  one of the worlds best      
collection of World War One fighters - 
thank you to Sir Peter Jackson. 
 
The final few pages, of which there are 
328, tell of the NZ aviation museums (10 in total) and airshows around the country.  We are extremely lucky to 
have these world class museums to visit.  
 
All the aircraft from the Richard Pearse replica to the 1976 Yakovlev Yak-52 are beautifully photographed and 
along with the short but informative descriptions and often the authors association with the aircraft or quotes 
from the builder or restorer. 
 
This is the perfect example of what I would call a coffee table book for the aviation enthusiasts.  It is one that you 
can pick up and quickly admire the photos or spend a few hours enjoying the reading probably several times 
over.   

 

Vintage and 
Iconic Aircraft 

Reviewed by Linda Lambess 

 

Who is this  

women working as an 

aircraft mechanic? 
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While thousands of bicycles were manufactured in New 
Zealand, many more were imported — nearly 800,000 
in the first half of the twentieth century. New             
Zealanders were as active as others in devising and 
patenting improvements but no local designs that made 
it into production stood out from the international 
trends. 
 
One keen cyclist who applied his inventive mind to 
'improvements in and connected with bicycles' was a 
reclusive Temuka farmer named Richard Pearse. He 
filed patents in 1902, when he was 24, for inventions 
that included reciprocating lever-action pedals, infinitely 
variable rod-and-rack gearing, pedal-operated rim 
braking and integral tyre pumps that could be operated 
while in motion. There is no record of attempts to      
implement these inventions, even by Cecil Wood with 
whom Pearse had worked. 
 
The advent of the internal combustion engine and the 
lightweight technology of bicycles provided the frame-
work for experiments with powered flying machines. 
Unable to pursue his interest and talent in engineering 
at university, Pearse informed himself through        
magazines like Popular Mechanics and Scientific 
American. He made his own forge and lathe, and by 
1899 he was building a two-cylinder, horizontally      
opposed engine from 4 inch irrigation pipe. Cecil 
Wood, the first to have built an internal combustion   
engine in New Zealand, showed him how to make    
carburettors and spark plugs. By designing double-
acting pistons Pearse effectively created the output of 
four cylinders from two, a power-to-weight ratio         

estimated at about 5 pounds per horsepower. His    
engine weighed a mere 126 pounds, which was about 
a    quarter what car engines weighed at that time. 
 
But Pearse was not building a lightweight motor to join 
the accelerating automobile race. His focus was      
powered flight. His engine, built from farmyard junk 
may have been the first in the world to lift a full        
aeroplane from the ground - an achievement many   
believe occurred on 31 March 1907 at Waitohi, eight 
months before the Wright brothers flew at Kitty Hawk. 
 
But Pearse himself accepted that although his bamboo
-and-steel-tube-framed, canvas-covered prototype 
achieved powered take-off flights of up to 150 yards at 
heights up to 13 feet before crashing into gorse hedges 
he did not achieve sustained controlled flight. What is 
now known, since the remains of his work has been 
exhumed and given more attention than was accorded 
by scoffing neighbours at the time, is that his design 
thinking was well ahead of the Wright Brothers'. His 
original ideas, which cannot be called his innovations 
because they did not influence the course of aviation 
until others came up with them independently, included 
a tricycle undercarriage incorporating pneumatic tyres 
and a steerable nose wheel (the Wrights used a guide 
rail for take-off and skids for landing), a mono wing    
incorporating moveable aileron flaps and rear elevator 
(rather than a bi-plane structure using wing warping to 
control direction) and a variable pitch propeller driven 
by the unique double acting lightweight motor. 
 
Pearce’s aileron concept would have influenced others 
had they bothered to look at the records – his patent 
was gazetted in August 1907 but he allowed it to lapse. 
It’s not clear if Napier motor mechanic Bertram Ogilvie 
had seen it, but he did see photographs of the Wright 
plane in 1907 and decided that ailerons would be      
better than warp control. Two years later a syndicate 
headed by his employer Captain Arthur Hawkins of 
Hawkins and Rome, motor agents, and garage proprie-
tors, spent £800 on worldwide patents of an aileron 
system operated by a joystick.  
 
With enthusiastic help three biplanes were built, but 
none flew because the two-cylinder, 10 horsepower 
engine and the kahikatea and broomstick construction 
(Pearse’s was 25 horsepower and used metal tube and 
bamboo) were too heavy. In March 1910 Field Marshall 

Richard Pearse Memorial at the site of his powered 
flight at Waitohi near Temuka. Evan Gardiner is flying 
his microlight to honour his great uncle. 

 
 

There are many if’s ... 
From New Zealand by Design  

written by Michael Smythe 



 

There are many if’s ... 
Lord Kitchener visited New Zealand and encouraged 
the syndicate to take its ideas to England. En route 
Ogilvie designed a triplane with ailerons connected by 
an automatic balancing device. Hadley Page built it in 
England and, once an acceptable motor had been 
found, flight was achieved. The manoeuvrability was 
proven but the engine tended to cut out, leading to a 
crash landing from 60 feet that would have been       
disastrous had Ogilvie not been able to control the    
descent. Unfortunately the funds ran out and the      
syndicate had to sell the plane and return to Napier. 
 
If Pearse had gone to university, if Ogilvie had been 
aware of Pearse’s work, if they had collaborated, if    
investors had back them all the way … there are many 
‘ifs’. With communication, confidence, collaboration, 
cash (of the magnitude that backed the Wright       
brothers) and a favourable tail wind, New Zealand’s 
role in early aviation innovation would have been      
significant. 
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Bertram Ogilvie in one of his three bi-planes, at 
Hastings,       c 1910. 

 
 

Vintage 
Results 

Hi all Vintage buffs, 
 
Well unfortunately, there’s nothing much to report on 
the July round, owing to it having to be cancelled     
because of that watery stuff called ‘rain’ – so all out for 
zero! Obviously there will be no change in present 
competitors positions, but just in case some of our 
strategists wish to re-examine their position, I have  

enclosed the ‘year to date’ points list. Tip here – there 
being not too many rounds left on the clock. As for the 
cancellation – well look at it from the bright side – we 
all went home with aircraft intact!! And ready for the 
next tussle, which all being well should be flown on 
Sunday 13th August, 9:30am start, runway #1 - W.P. 
 
Good luck and safe flying to all taking part. 

Overall  
Position 

Competitor 
Total 

Points 
Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 

         

1 Bruce McKay 1477 DNC 369 592 DNC 516 DNC 

2 Bruce Woodfield 1473 DNC 349 571 DNC 553 DNC 

3 Greg Findon 1270 DNC 286 460 DNC 524 DNC 

4 Peter Vining 1157 DNC DNC 590 DNC 567 DNC 

5 Flemming Ravn 1133 DNC DNC 569 DNC 564 DNC 

6 Tama Randell 1101 DNC DNC 533 DNC 568 DNC 

7 Brian Dickons 1043 DNC 375 518 DNC 150 DNC 

8 Mike Randell 591 DNC DNC DNC DNC 591 DNC 



 

This is  
Marilyn Monroe 
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From brunette factory girl to blond 
bombshell - Marilyn Monroe was          
discovered during WWII while working 
in aircraft    factory. 
 
During the Second World War, it was a 
common routine for army                  
photographers to tour the factories 
around the United States and shoot 
morale-boosting pictures of female 
workers, yet it was not so common for 
this mundane government task to lead 
to the discovery of the biggest sex  
symbol of the 20th Century.  
 
Two years after Pearl Harbour, there were some 
475,000 women working in aircraft factories. 
 
Among those young, selfless women participating in 
the war effort was a perky brunette working at the    
Radioplane Munitions Factory, named Norma Jeane 
Dougherty. 
 
At the time Norma Jeane was a 19-year-old housewife 
of James “Jim” Dougherty, who had enlisted in the   
Marines and left his quiet, shy wife with his parents 
when he was shipped out to the Pacific in April 1944. 
 
On June 26, 1945, Army photographer David 
Conover had been sent by the U.S. Army Air Forces’ 
First Motion Picture Unit (FMPU) to the factory to take 
some pictures of female workers. When Conover    
spotted our perky brunette assembling drones,        
immediately recognized her potential as a pin-up    
model. 
 
 

Although none of her pictures were used by 
the FMPU, she quit working at the factory in 
January 1945 and began modelling for 
Conover and his friends. 
 
Norma Jeane moved out of her in-laws’ 
home, and defying them and her husband, 
signed a contract with the Blue Book Model 
Agency in August 1945. James Dougherty 
was against his wife having a career, and 
the two were divorced in September of the 
following year. 
 
She began to occasionally use the name 
Jean Norman when working, and had her 

curly brunette hair straightened and dyed blond to 
make her more employable. 
 
As her figure was deemed 
more suitable for pin-up 
than fashion modelling, 
she was employed mostly 
for advertisements and 
men’s magazines.  
 
According to the agency’s 
owner, Emmeline Snively,     
Monroe was one of its 
most ambitious and hard-
working models; by early 
1946, she had appeared 
on 33 magazine covers 
for publications such 
as Pageant, U.S. Camera, Laff, and Peek. Impressed 
by her success, Snively arranged a contract for     
Monroe with an acting agency in June 1946 and, well, 
you know the rest.  

Marilyn Monroe with an RP-
5’s propeller Wikipedia/Public  

May 2017 



RONGOTAI 
Airport - 1931 

A line up of biplanes 
with three men and a 
dog posing for the  
Camera. 
De Havilland Gipsy 
Moths, an Avro Avian 
and other biplanes  
outside a hangar.  
The Avro Avian is the 
biplane identified with 
the number G-ABCF 

Royal New  
Zealand Air 

Force 
Facebook page 

Texan Tuesday -  
Gotta love these sassy 
little aircraft, especially 
when their talented pi-
lots pull sweet moves 

like this. 
 

Photo: A/F/S Paul 
Blondell 
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August 2017 
 

Tues 1 August Servo Chatter on line 
Tues 1 August Indoor flying 

Fri 4 August   Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,  

Sat 5 August  Test flying and training 

Sun 6 August 2m glider flying & Sport flying 

Sat 12 August Test flying and training 

Sun 13 August  Tomboy, Vintage flying & Sport  

Thurs 17 Aug  Committee Meeting 

Sat 19 August  Test flying and training 

Sun 20 August  Radian, Cub, Scale & Sport  

Thurs 24 Aug  Club Night -  

Sat 26 August  Test flying and training 

Sun 27 August Combat 

Thurs 31 Aug  Servo Chatter September      

       deadline 
Thurs 31 Aug  PNA - Auction Night 

September 2017 
 

Fri 1 Sept   Servo Chatter on line 

Fri 1 Sept    Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,  

Sat 2 Sept   Test flying and training 

Sun 3 Sept  2m glider flying & Sport flying 

Sat 9 Sept    Test flying and training 

Sun 10 Sept    Tomboy, Vintage flying & Sport  
Tues 12 Sept  Indoor flying 

Sat 16 Sept  Test flying and training 

Sat/Sun 16-17 Sept John Selby Memorial      

Vintage Competition, Levin, see p 12 

Sun 17 Sept   Radian, Cub, Scale & Sport  

Thurs 21 Sept Committee Meeting 

Sat 23 Sept    Test flying and training 

Sun 24 Sept  Combat 

Sat/Sun 23-24 Sept 2017 Southern Fling, Mata-

mata - NZ Soaring Sig 

Thurs 28 Sept Club Night -  

Sat 30 Sept  Test flying and training 

Sat 30 Sept    Servo Chatter October       

      deadline 

October 2017 
Sun 1 Oct   Servo Chatter on line 

Sun 1 Oct   2m glider flying & Sport flying 

Fri 6 Oct   Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,  

Sat 7 Oct   Test flying and training 

Sun 8 Oct    Tomboy, Vintage flying & Sport  

Sat 14 Oct  Test flying and training 

Sun 15 Oct   Radian, Cub, Scale & Sport  

Thurs 19 Oct  Committee Meeting 

Sat 21 Oct    Test flying and training 

Sun 22 Oct  Combat 

Mon 23 Oct  General flying 

Thurs 26 Oct  Club Night -  

Thurs 26 Oct - 29 October - Soarchamps, 

Hawkes Bay-NZ Soaring Sig 

Sat 28 Oct  Test flying and training 

Sun 29 Oct  General Flying 

Mon 30 Oct    Servo Chatter November      

       deadline 

 

Calendar 
Check our website for update information 

www.aeroneers.com 

 

Pascal Street Stadium, Pascal St, PN 
$10 to cover hall hire 

Tuesday 1 Aug, 7.30 - 9.00pm 

2017 INDOOR  FLYING  DATES  

How do they get the deer to cross at that yellow road sign?                                          August 2017 - page 12 

Final night 
Tues 12 Sept 

I think it was a       
mistake to go wireless 

http://www.aeroneers.com/apps/calendar/


Senior Membership $140 (this subs include the $75 
NZMAA affiliation) 
Family Membership $145 
Junior (under 18) $40 
Associate $40 
Associate Flying $65 
Subs are per annum.  
 
Please pay Clive Martis or any committee member or 
online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00  
Palmerston North Aeroneers.   Don’t forget to        
include your name in the details box.  
 
Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise   
Clive of your payment. 

 
You need to be a paid member to fly at the  

club airfield. 
 
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the 
NZMAA prior to  March 31 to ensure all club members 
are covered by the MFNZ public liability insurance. 

Club hats and shirts 
are now available.   

 

Hat - $15 
Your typical fisherman 
“Gilligan” style. 
 

Shirt - $30  

They are 100% Dri-zone 
polyester, anti-snag and       
moisture wicking. 
UPF rating 50+. 
 

See a committee member. 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not           
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care 
is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible 
for the content of advertisements or any material contained    
therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. 

President: 
Greg Findon, 06 356 1571 
president@aeroneers.com 

 

Vice President: 
Bruce Woodfield, 029 357 8039 
vicepresident@aeroneers.com 

 

Treasurer: 
Clive Martis, 06 357 8832 
treasurer@aeroneers.com 

Secretary and Editor 
Linda Lambess, 06 323 4918 

021 2106139 
secretary@aeroneers.com 

editor@aeroneers.com 
 
 

Club Captain: 
Peter Vining, 027 443 2378 

Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Ivan Huntley, 06 323 4918,  

021 2106138 
 

Alvah Brickhill, 021 0522875 
 

Webmaster: 
Tama Randell, 027 2920363 

Palmerston North Aeroneers Palmerston North Aeroneers 

Club Subscriptions Tee Shirts and Hats 

Club Address: 
P.O. Box 800,  Palmerston North.  

 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com                                                             

Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 
 

Club Flying Site: 
End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

 

Club  
Information and 

Committee 
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